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latest time for morning shema this week: 9.29am
earliest time for evening shema this week: 5.54pm

DONATE
via SnapScan

shabbos candle lighting next week: 5.06pm

Overview

The Book of Bamidbar — "In the Desert" — begins with G-d commanding 
Moshe to take a census of all men over age twenty — old enough for service. 
The count reveals just over 600,000. The levi'im are counted separately later 
because their service will be unique. They will be responsible for transporting 
the Mishkan and its furnishings and assembling them when the nation 
encamps. The 12 Tribes of Israel, each with its banner, are arranged around 
the Mishkan in four sections: east, south, west and north. Since Levi is singled 
out, the tribe of Yosef is split into two tribes, Efraim and Menashe, so there will 
be four groups of three. When the nation travels, they march in a formation similar to the way they camp. A formal 
transfer is made between the first-born and the levi'im, whereby the levi'im take over the role the first-born would 
have had serving in the Mishkan if not for the sin of the golden calf. The transfer is made using all the 22,000 surveyed 
levi'im from one month old and up. Only levi'im between 30 and 50 will work in the Mishkan. The remaining first-born 
sons are redeemed with silver, similar to the way we redeem our first-born today. The sons of Levi are divided into 
three main families, Gershon, Kehat and Merari (besides the kohanim — the special division from Kehat's family). The 
family of Kehat carried the menorah, the table, the altar and the holy ark. Because of their utmost sanctity, the ark and 
the altar are covered only by Aharon and his sons, before the levi'im prepare them for travel.

In the second chapter of Bamidbar the Torah describes the order of the "Flags" and the sequence in which the Tribes of 
Israel travelled in the Wilderness. There were four camps, each led by a particular tribe. Each tribe had their unique flag. 
The Torah describes the order of the flags.

The first camp, which was on the eastern side of the Mishkan [Tabernacle], was led by the Tribe of Yehudah and 
included the Tribes of Yehudah, Yissocher and Zevulun. The pasukim elaborate on the names of the Princes and the 
population of each particular tribe.

The flag of the Tribe of Reuven led the southern camp, which included the tribes of Shimmon and Gad. The flag of the 
Tribe of Ephraim led the western camp, which included the tribes of Menashe and Binyamin. The flag of the Tribe of 
Dan led the northern camp, which included the tribes of Asher and Naftali.

The Baal HaTurim points out an anomaly in the description of the four camps. By three of the four camps, the Torah 
describes the tribal components in the following fashion: "The flag of the camp of (Tribe A) … AND those encamping 
next to him (Tribe B)... AND (Tribe C)... In only one case is the conjunctive "AND" not used prior to naming one of the 
supplementary tribes in each camp. The only time that there is not an AND is by the Tribe of Zevulun, who traveled 
along with Yehudah and Yissocher in the eastern camp.

Most of us do not even notice such an anomaly. However, only by Zevulun it does not say "u'Mateh Zevulun" as it says 
by all the other tribes, but rather simply "Mateh Zevulun" [Bamidbar 2:7]. Why? The Baal HaTurim explains (quoting 
the Medrash Tanchuma) that the reason is why is because the Tribe of Zevulun (who were merchants) supported the 
Tribe of Yissocher (who were Torah scholars). Scripture did not want to give the impression that they were 
subordinate to Yissachor and described their encampment in an independent fashion without the conjunctive "AND" 
(vov). Zevulun was not secondary to Yissocher. Zevulun was co-equal to Yissocher and they share equal reward for 
their respective efforts in building the Jewish people. The pasuk "It is a Tree of Life to those who grasp it, and its 
supporters are praiseworthy." [Mishlei 3:18] alludes to this concept. In a sense, the arrangement between these two 
tribes actually merge them into a joint "corporation" as it were – "The Tribe of Yissachor-Zevulun" where all 
components of this super-Tribe receive equal reward. It is for this reason that the Tribe of Zevulun is not preceded by 
the word "And": It is not a different tribe, but rather a hyphenated tribe which has merged with Yissocher. They are co-
equals because of the parnassah [sustenance] that Zevulun provided to the Tribe of Yissocher.

Yissachor-Zevulun: The Hyphenated Tribe
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please see all shabbos & yom tov
times on posters on the windows

& flyers in the shul



Yortzeits this week
Janine Ralph for her late brother

 for his late motherPhilip Berk
 for her late fatherAvril Suttner

Children’s Birthdays

David Klompas
Aharon Refoel Merwitz
Akiva Yosef Baum

OHR CHODOSH WOMEN'S DIVISION

REBBETZIN TAMAR TABACK
is starting a weekly shiur on Aishes Chayil after 

the Kiddush. This week’s title is:
Breaking Misconceptions: Intro to 

Aishes Chayil

SECURITY TIP: This Shabbos and Yom Tov, please 
be extra vigilant. Be aware of any suspicious activity 
including strangers wishing to enter your Shul; possible 
information gathering; unattended bags/parcels 
and signs of forced entry. 

Baby Boy

Mazeltov to  on the birth of a Brad & Sefi Cohen
baby boy. Mazeltov to proud grandparents 
Harold & Denese Perelman Gary Cohen and . 
Mazeltov to proud great-grandparents Shirley 
Hart Carol Schneider.and  The Shalom Zachor 
will IY”H take place at 11 Corbel Crescent 
Glenhazel from 830pm.

Mazeltov to  on the birth of Benji & Galya Falkson
a baby boy. Mazeltov to proud grandparents Gary 
& Simone Hope Gabriel & Lorna Falkson and . 
Mazeltov to proud great-grandparents Gigi & 
Glenda Gaddin Alec & Paula Cohenand . The 
Shalom Zachor will IY”H take place at 1 Crescent 
Gardens, Park Crescent, Glenhazel from 9.00pm 

Grandparents
Mazeltov to  on the birth David & Fiona Aronovitz
of a grandson born to Bezalel & Miri Aronovitz
in Jerusalem, Israel

Engagement
Mazeltov to  on Rabbi Avraham & Rachel Ehrman
the announcement of the engagement of their 
son  to  in Eretz Yisrael.Dov Yiska Goldberg

Rachael & Bernard Kramer and family would like 
to thank the whole community for their 

overwhelming support and kindness during their 
recent bereavement.


