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latest time for morning shema this week: 9.11am
earliest time for evening shema this week: 6.24pm
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Parshas
Ki Seitzei

shabbos candle lighting next week: 5.38pm
erev shabbos mincha next week: 5.40pm

candle lighting this week: 5.35pm
erev shabbos mincha this week: 5.40pm
shabbos mincha: 5.15pm
shabbos ends: 6.25pm

DONATE
via SnapScan

Overview

The Hidden Lesson of Ben Sorer U'Moreh

The Torah describes the only permissible way a woman captured in battle may be 
married. If a man marries two wives, and the less-favored wife bears a firstborn son, 
this son's right to inherit a double portion is protected against the father's desire to 
favor the child of the favored wife. The penalty for a rebellious son, who will 
inevitably degenerate into a monstrous criminal, is stoning. A body must not be left 
on the gallows overnight, because it had housed a holy soul. Lost property must be 
returned. Men are forbidden from wearing women's clothing and vice versa. A 
mother bird may not be taken together with her eggs. A fence must be built around 
the roof of a house. It is forbidden to plant a mixture of seeds, to plow with an ox 
and a donkey together, or to combine wool and linen in a garment. A four-
cornered garment must have twisted threads tzitzit on its corners. Laws regarding illicit relationships are detailed. When 
Israel goes to war, the camp must be governed by rules of spiritual purity. An escaped slave must not be returned to his 
master.
Taking interest for lending to a Jew is forbidden. Bnei Yisrael are not to make vows. A worker may eat of the fruit he is 
harvesting. Divorce and marriage are legislated. For the first year of marriage, a husband is exempt from the army and stays 
home to make rejoice with his wife. Tools of labor may not be impounded, as this prevents the debtor from earning a living. 
The penalty for kidnapping for profit is death. Removal of the signs of the disease tzara'at is forbidden. Even for an overdue 
loan, the creditor must return the collateral daily if the debtor needs it. Workers' pay must not be delayed. The guilty may 
not be subjugated by punishing an innocent relative. Because of their vulnerability, converts and orphans have special rights 
of protection. The poor are to have a portion of the harvest. A court may impose lashes. An ox must not be muzzled while 
threshing. It is amitzvah for a man to marry his brother's widow if the deceased left no offspring. Weights and measures must 
be accurate and used honestly. The parsha concludes with the mitzvah to erase the name of Amalek, for, in spite of knowing 
about the Exodus, they ambushed the Jewish People.

 The parsha of Ben Sorer U'Moreh (the wayward and rebellious son) contains the laws for handling a very particular case of 
a child who shows signs of rebellion. By today's standards, this is quite a mild form of rebellion – he steals a little money from 
his parents, he consumes a little meat and drinks a little wine. The parents bring him to court and testify that he refuses to 
listen to them. The fate of this child – at most a few months past the age of Bar Mitzvah – is that he is publicly stoned and 
everyone comes to watch and observe his execution.
There is a Talmudic opinion that this case never happened and never could happen. At most it would happen extremely 
infrequently. The main purpose of its inclusion in the Torah is so that we might homiletically expound upon it and gain 
reward thereby (d'rosh v'kabel sechar).
The Kli Yakar notes that the Torah's exhortation of "and let all Israel hear and fear" [Devorim 21:21] (regarding the execution 
of the wayward and rebellious son) is itself an uncommon expression. If ben sorer u'moreh is in fact a case that happens 
rarely if ever and if the primary function is just to serve as a theoretical lesson, then why does the Torah go out of its way to 
say "and let all Israel hear and fear"?
The Kli Yakar explains that this mitzvah serves as a great lesson to the Jewish people, who are called "sons of the Almighty" 
[Devorim 14:1]. The underlying message of the laws of Ben Sorer U'Moreh is that as "sons of the Almighty" we should not 
become overly confident that Hashem will always overlook our sins and tolerate our misbehavior. It is not true that fathers 
are always indulgent and always let their children get away with disobedience. We should not take it for granted that He will 
always overlook our sins.
The Kli Yakar comments on the pasuk in HaAzinu "lo banav mumam" (His children's is the blemish) [Devorim 32:5] that the 
fact that we are His children is our blemish. It causes cockiness on our part as we tell ourselves that we can get do whatever 
we want and get away with it. We rely too much on the fact that we are His children.
To impress upon us that sometimes a child can go too far and not get away with it, the Torah writes the chapter of the 
wayward and rebellious son. When we go too far, even our father drags us into court and has us executed! Even children 
cannot cross beyond a certain line. That is the lesson that "all Israel must come to hear and fear." Rabbi Frand - www.torah.org



A huge thank you to all those who have 
honored their Yom Kippur and Simchas Torah 

pledges. If you have not done so already, kindly 
remember to make your payments as soon as 

possible. 

Yom Kippur & Simchas Torah Appeal

Yortzeits
Janine Ralph for her late father

 for his late fatherJulio Woznica
 for her late fatherJenny Levy

for her late motherJeannette Osrin 
 for his late motherArnold Connack

 for his late motherGavin Shor
 for his late motherJeff Alan

Shacharis 6.15am/6.25am in Big Classroom
                         (starting Wednesday 2 Sep)

 1.05pm/5.30pm in Back ShulMincha
6.05pm in Big ClassroomBack2Back Maariv 

 6.40pm in Back ShulMain Maariv
 in Back ShulNight Seder

 - To be announcedShabbos

Rabbi Tzvi Schwartz
Thursday Nights, 8.30-9.10 PM
In Classroom near Small, Side Shul

Men and Women
Recordings of classes available at www.avtzvi.com

MUSSAR ON THE PARSHA
Keys to Self-Improvement

Relevant & Essential for Elul

TIME CHANGE

LADIES WEDNESDAY SHIUR
RABBI AUERBACH
SPECIAL SHIUR: TESHUVAH
at the Levitt’s, 10a Terminal Cres, Glenhazel

Wednesday at 9.00am

Barmitzvah
Mazeltov to  on the occasion  Dale & Anne Cohen
of the Barmitzvah of their grandson, recently  
celebrated in Israel.

SHABBOS AFTERNOON SHIUR

RABBI AUERBACH
PRIORITIES FOR CHOOSING A YOMIM 

NORAIM CHAZAN & BAAL TOKEAH

Shabbos afternoon at 4.40pm

 

Applications for loans are treated 
expeditiously with empathy and 

understanding.
CONFIDENTIALITY GUARANTEED 

Call 011 485 5401 (mornings only)

ARE YOU IN NEED OF AN
INTEREST FREE LOAN?

Wedding

Mazeltov to  on theShayna Slasky & Chad Posner
occasion of their upcoming wedding this week. 
Mazeltov to proud parents  Bernie & Dana Slasky
and . Mazeltov to proud Gary & Lorraine Posner
grandparents and Bella Slasky Avril Froom.

Mazeltov to Miriam Ayala Berk & Chaim Moshe
Fox on the occasion of their upcoming wedding 
this week. Mazeltov to proud parents Philip & 
Sandy Berk Ethel Welcher. and grandmother 

YOMIM NORAIM SEAT BOOKINGS
WILL BE CLOSING THIS COMING WEEK
BOOK ONLINE AT WWW.OHR.CO.ZA

Due to the growth in the community space is limited!
We will ONLY BE SEATING THOSE THAT BOOK 
ONLINE OR VIA THE OFFICE. Even if you are a 

member or have davened at Ohr Somayach
in the past, you will need to still book your seat.

INSPIRATIONAL YOM IYUN Sunday 6th September at  
“The Kesher Centre ” 9:30-12:30 a.m. Weekly Shiur this 
Sunday 30th Rabbi Pinski @ “The Kolko’s” @ 7:45 p.m. 
For more info: kesherjoburg@gmail.com

Social & Educational Program
for post high-school and post–sem girls

For all girls 
Highschool & up !
MOTZEI SHABBOS 2 SEPTEMBER

6.00pm-8.30pm   Garden Place, 53 
Garden Road, Orchards Milchik Chalav Yisrael Cost: R80

ELUL DINNER
WITH RABBI GAVRIEL FRIEDMAN

RSVP essential by Mon 31 Aug  Devorah 0823037342

Children’s Birthdays

Liora Bolel
David Meir Lowenstein

Ricki Freeman
Tzvi Katriel Dorfan

Due to the Painting of the Main Beis Medrash
between Tues 1 Sep - Sun 6 Sep, the

following venue changes will be taking place:


