
latest time for morning shema this week: 9.33am
earliest time for evening shema this week: 6.03pm
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shabbos candle lighting next week: 5.15pm
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Parshas
KORACH

8-9 July 2016 / 3 Tammuz 5776
candle lighting this week: 5.12pm
erev shabbos mincha this week: 5.15pm
shabbos mincha: 4.55pm
shabbos ends: 6.04pm

The Destructive Power of Machlokes

Overview

Korach, Datan and Aviram and 250 leaders of Israel rebel against the authority of 
Moshe and Aharon. The rebellion results in their being swallowed by the earth. 
Many resent their death and blame Moshe. G-d's "anger" is manifest by a plague 
that besets the nation, and many thousands perish. Moshe intercedes once again 
for the people. He instructs Aharon to atone for them and the plague stops. 
Then G-d commands that staffs, each inscribed with the name of one of the 
tribes, be placed in the Mishkan. In the morning, the staff of Levi, bearing 
Aharon's name, sprouts buds, blossoms and yields ripe almonds. This provides 
Divine confirmation that Levi's tribe is chosen for priesthood and verifies 
Aharon's position as Kohen Gadol, High Priest. The specific duties of the Levi'im and Kohanim are stated. The 
Kohanim were not to be landowners, but were to receive their sustenance from the tithes and other mandated 
gifts brought by the people. Also taught in this week's Parsha are laws of the first fruits, redemption of the firstborn, 
and other offerings.

The prime example of the destructive character trait of machlokes [argumentativeness] in the entire Torah is found 
in this weeks Parsha. People lost their lives, their possessions, and even their children because of machlokes.  Rashi 
notes that machlokes is the only aveyra [sin] for which the Almighty punishes women, children, even innocent 
babies.  Machlokes is like a fire – it consumes everything in its path – guilty or not.  Fire does not discriminate – it 
burns everything in its path.

Just think how crazy these people were.  Moshe Rabbeinu in effect challenged these people to a duel.  The odds 
were 250:1 that any of them who offered the Ketores would not be chosen.  Nobody plays with those kinds of 
odds.  However, they did it anyway because machlokes consumed them.

I once read the following incident involving the Chofetz Chaim:  A Jew once lived in a little village and was neighbors 
with the (Jewish) “Mayor” of the town.  They got into a fight and as is the tendency with machlokes it grew and 
grew and grew until the point where they were at each other’s throats.  The neighbor told the Mayor that he was 
going to go to the Russian authorities and squeal on him that he used his influence to get kids out of the Czarist draft.  
(Being drafted into the Czarist army was a virtual death sentence – certainly a spiritual death – and people tried all 
sorts of means – bribery and the like – to get out of being drafted).  This Mayor had apparently illegally used his 
influence in the community to prevent certain boys from being drafted.

This neighbor told his wife what he was going to do.  His wife said to him, “Are you crazy?  One of the boys the 
Mayor illegally freed from the draft was our son!  If you squeal on him to the authorities, our son might get drafted!”  
She told him that what he was contemplating doing was like drilling a hole in a boat under the seat of a companion 
you dislike.  The entire boat will sink with all passengers on board!

The man, in his anger against his neighbor, told his wife “I don’t care if they arrest my son, I don’t care if they arrest 
me. I don’t care if they arrest you – as long as they punish him!”  Human beings always act in their own self-interest.  
The urge to survive is perhaps the most basic of human emotions.  However, a person may be willing to sacrifice 
himself and sacrifice his own child just so that “I should win and defeat the other person”.  This is the power of 
machlokes.

Parshas Shlach demonstrates what desire for Kavod [pursuit of honor) can do to a person.  Parshas Korach 
demonstrates what Kinah [jealousy] and Machlokes [argumentativeness] can do to a person.  This is why the Torah 
records these stories.  They should make an impression on us.  If we do not keep these evil character traits in check 
and fix them when we need to, then — Heaven Forbid — we will pay the price later on.
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SHABBOS AFTERNOON SHIUR
RABBI AUERBACH
CAN ONE MAKE A PIDYON HABEN AT 
NIGHT?

Shabbos afternoon at 4.20pm

Barmitzvah
Mazeltov to on the occasion of his  Ezi Slasky 
Barmitzvah. Mazeltov to proud parents Ari & Lana 
Slasky Bella Slasky  . Mazeltov to grandparents  and
Rubin Terespolsky

Baby Boy
Mazeltov to on the birth of Noam & Dani Chiger 
a baby boy. Mazeltov to proud grandparents 
Adrian & Elana Chiger Kenny & Dianne  and 
Medow. The Shalom Zachor will IY”H take place 
this Friday night at 12 Kenilworth St, Sydenham 
from 8.00pm

Yortzeits this week

Ruth Rappoport for her late mother-in-law
 for her late motherDiane Miller

for his late grandfather Moshe Shirazi 

SECURITY TIP: No matter the nature of an attack, all 
attacks are preceded by information gathering. Always be 
on the lookout for possible information gathering around 
your Shul, school or home and report such incidents 
to the CSO control room on 086 18 000 18

 
Applications for loans are treated 

expeditiously with 
empathy & understanding.

CONFIDENTIALITY 
GUARANTEED 

Call 011 485 5401 
(mornings only)

ARE YOU IN NEED OF AN
INTEREST FREE LOAN?

Engagement
Mazeltov to Shlomo Zalman Auerbach & Shira 
Diamond on the announcement of their 
engagement. Mazeltov to proud parents Rabbi 
Eliezer & Esther Auerbach Rabbi David &  and 
Ruth Diamond. Mazeltov to proud grandparents 
Rabbi Yechezkel & Hadassa Auerbach

Mazeltov to  on Ayala (Yali) Raichlin & Eli Friedman
the announcement of their engagement. Mazeltov 
to proud parents andHugh & Michelle Raichlin  
Trevor & Alice Friedman

Mazeltov to on Daniella Emanuel & Ori Cohen 
the announcement of their engagement. Mazeltov 
to proud parents and Avi & Carmen Emanuel Eli 
& Micky Cohen. The engagement party will I"YH 
take place  from 2.00pm at 55 Sunday 17 July
Sunny Road Glenhazel

Grandparents
Mazeltov to  andSelwyn & Adele Joffe  Allan & 
Carole Schwartz on the birth of a granddaughter 
born to  in Dallas, Texas Yehuda & Liba Joffe

The Marks Family would like to thank the entire 
community for the incredible warmth, support & 
chessed shown to them during their recent
bereavement for Andy’s late mother

Thank You

CSO
BASIC TRAINING

COURSE

Course starting Wed 27 July 2016. To reserve 
your place or to nd out more, please contact 
Stacey on jhbtraining@cso.org.za

Children’s Birthdays

Yonatan Shlomo Rabinowitz
Yonatan Reuven Weber
Yaakov Dovid Smith

This week’s Main Shul Kiddush is kindly part 
sponsored by in Rabbi & Rebbetzin Auerbach 
honour of the engagement of their grandson

Main Shul Kiddush

Baby Girl
Mazeltov to  on the birth of a Rafi & Ruti Soffer
baby girl. Mazeltov to proud grandparents Ivan & 
Marion Soffer Michael & Dalia Rappoport and 

Mazeltov to  on the birth Chaim & Devorah Tuch
of a baby girl. Mazeltov to proud grandparents 
Dave & Louise Carless Rabbi Moshe Tuch and 
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