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"So Too Shall Be Your Descendants”

 In a dramatic and famous pasuk, the Almighty takes Avram outside his tent and tells him: "Look heavenward and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them. And He said to him, 'So shall your offspring be!'" [Bereshis 15:5].
The simple reading of this narration is that Avram asked the Almighty what would be with his future legacy (after all, he had no 
children and was already an old man). G-d told him not to worry. He took him outside and asked him to count the stars. 
Avram was unable to count them and G-d told him that his descendants would also be too numerous to count. Avram 
believed Hashem and Hashem viewed this as righteousness on the part of Avram. This is the simple interpretation of this 
narration.
There are a few problems with such an understanding. First of all, it was not necessary for Avram to go outside to know that it 
is impossible to count the stars. He knew that there were billions of stars even before he started counting. The whole 
episode seems like somewhat of a charade. Second, the equation between the number of stars and the number of 
descendants of Avrum does not seem to be something that should be taken literally. There seems to be a discrepancy of 
several orders of magnitude between the celestial population of stars and the earthly population of Jews, even Jews of all 
generations put together. Rav Mordechai Kamenetsky gives an interesting interpretation. The Almighty was not interested in 
having Avram count the stars. He was showing him something symbolic. He wanted him to just look up at the heavens. 
Looking up at the heavens is looking at one of the great mysteries of the world. To this very day the stars, the heavens, the 
galaxies, the Milky Way fascinate man. They are one great 
mystery. The greatest scientists of our own generation are 
still baffled about what goes on in the deep recesses of outer 
space. Scientists will be studying the stars from now until the 
end of time.
The Almighty takes Avram outside his tent and tells him "You 
don't understand, Avram, how your legacy will be 
preserved. After all, you have no children yet and you are an 
old man. I say that you will become a great nation, but you 
don't understand. Go outside and try to understand the 
stars. If stars are one of the mysteries of this world that defy 
explanation –- so too will your descendants defy 
explanation. Jews also are one of the great mysteries of the 
world.
Logically speaking, we should have been wiped off the face of 
the earth centuries ago. We are still around. This is a great 
mystery. Just like the stars and the heavens and the galaxies 
are a great mystery "so too shall be your descendants".
Mark Twain asked the question:
    His contributions to the world's list of great names in 
literature, science, art, music, finance, medicine, and abstruse 
learning are also away out of proportion to the weakness of his 
numbers. He has made a marvelous fight in the world, in all the 
ages; and has done it with his hands tied behind him. He could 
be vain of himself, and be excused for it. The Egyptian, the 
Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound 
and splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the 
Greek and the Roman followed, and made a vast noise, and 
they are gone; other peoples have sprung up and held their 
torch high for a time, but it burned out, and they sit in twilight 
now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and 
is now what he always was, exhibiting no decadence, no 
infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his 
energies, no dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things 
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latest time for morning shema this week: 8.38am
earliest time for evening shema this week: 6.47pm

shabbos candle lighting next week: 6.05pm
erev shabbos mincha next week: 6.10pm

candle lighting this week: 6.01pm
erev shabbos mincha this week: 6.05pm
shabbos mincha: 5.40pm
shabbos ends: 6.51pm

DONATE
via SnapScan

All men, women & children are encouraged
to come join this wonderful event with
Simcha & Joy as we honour the new
Sefer Torah for our Ohr Somayach

Glenhazel Community 



Yortzeits
Rabbi Gavriel Abramson for his late father

 for his late fatherIvor Feinberg
 for her late motherBrenda Braun

for his late motherJoshua Maraney 

Children’s Birthdays

Shai Eliyahu Fransman
Ella Dorfan

SHABBOS AFTERNOON SHIUR

RABBI AUERBACH
THE LAWS OF DAVENING 
ON SHABBOS
Shabbos afternoon at 5.05pm

Baby Girl
Mazeltov to  on the birth their Evan & Lara Noik
baby girl, . Mazeltov to proud grandparents Ora
Harold & Milly Noik Brad & Beverley  and 
Tapnack. 

Baby Boy

Mazeltov to  Rabbi Gavriel & Ruthie Abramson
on the birth of a baby boy. Mazeltov to proud 
grandparents Mrs Audrey Abramson, Dr 
Dennis Derman and Mrs Ann Derman.
The Shalom Zachor will IY”H take place from 
9pm at 30 Chilton Ave, Glenhazel.
The Bris will IY”H take place this Monday 26 
October at 7:45am at the Capri.

This week’s special combined community 
Kiddush is kindly sponsored by Israel & Avril 
Bender in honour of Chosson Bereishis 

Combined Kiddush

The community offer sincere condolences to 
Lynette Allan on the passing of her father
and to  on the passing of her Tracy Carno

grandfather
MAURICE “POP” DAVIS z’l

The community offer sincere condolences to 
Harry Levy on the passing of his wife

JENNY LEVY z’l

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

THIS
 SHABBOS 23/24 OCTOBER

MEET & GREET KIDDUSH
CHEESECAKE & CHILLAS
KINDLY SPONSORED BY ISRAEL & AVRIL BENDER
IN HONOUR OF CHOSSON BEREISHIS
ON THE SCHOOL FIELD

10.30AM

COMMUNAL DAVENING
ONE MINYAN (EXCLUDING NEITZ)

FRIDAY NIGHT & SHABBOS MORNING
6.05PM

FRIDAY
MINCHA

8.00AM
SHACHARIS

LEARNING PROGRAMME
MEN

WOMEN

THE SHABBOS MISHNAYOS PROGRAMME WILL TAKE
PLACE IN THE MAIN BEIS MEDRASH.
EACH TABLE WILL BE NUMBERED ACCORDING TO THE
CHAPTER NUMBER OF THE MESECHTA.
PLEASE TRY TO  AMONGST THESPREAD OUT EVENLY
GROUPS & TUTORS. 

TWO SHIURIM WILL TAKE PLACE
ONE AFTER THE OTHER
STARTING WITH REBBETZIN AUERBACH
FOLLOWED BY REBBETZIN TABACK:

AISHES CHAYIL, THROUGH THE MIDRASHIC
INTERPRETATION OF GREAT WOMEN
IN TANACH 11.00AM

COMMUNAL LUNCHEON
A SHABBOS TO REMEMBER
IN THE MAIN HALL IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING THE LEARNING PROGRAMME 12.00PM

THE GEMARA PROJECT
LAUNCH OF A REVOLUTIONARY GEMARA 
PROGRAM WITH BUILT IN REVIEW, IYUN
& BEKIYUS, WHICH WILL GUARANTEE
YOU COME TO NEXT  YEAR'S
SHABBOS PROJECT WITH THE MOST 
CENTRAL CHAPTER OF GEMARA
SHABBOS FIRMLY IN YOUR POCKET 4.40PM

LADIES SHALOSH SEUDOS
AT THE HOME OF NEIL & ANDI LEVITT
10A TERMINAL CRESCENT

5.00PM

Rabbi Frand - torah.org

are mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains. What is the secret of his immortality?
The stars are a great mystery. "So, too, shall be your offspring." 


