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One Can Recognize His Own Greatness Without Being Arrogant

Overview

At the insistence of Bnei Yisrael, and with G-d's permission, Moshe sends 
12 scouts, one from each tribe, to reconnoiter Canaan. Anticipating 
trouble, Moshe changes Hoshea's name to Yehoshua, expressing a 
prayer that G-d not let him fail in his mission. They return 40 days later, 
carrying unusually large fruit. When 10 of the 12 state that the people in 
Canaan are as formidable as the fruit, the men are discouraged. Calev 
and Yehoshua, the only two scouts still in favor of the invasion, try to 
bolster the people's spirit. The nation, however, decides that the Land is 
not worth the potentially fatal risks, and instead demands a return to 
Egypt. Moshe's fervent prayers save the nation from Heavenly annihilation. However, G-d declares that they must 
remain in the desert for 40 years until the men who wept at the scouts' false report pass away. A remorseful group 
rashly begins an invasion of the Land based on G-d's original command. Moshe warns them not to proceed, but 
they ignore this and are massacred by the Amalekites and Canaanites. G-d instructs Moshe concerning the 
offerings to be made when Bnei Yisrael will finally enter the Land. The people are commanded to remove challa, a 
gift for the kohanim, from their dough. The laws for an offering after an inadvertent sin, for an individual or a group, 
are explained. However, should someone blaspheme againstG-d and be unrepentant, he will be cut off spiritually 
from his people. One man is found gathering wood on public property in violation of the laws of Shabbat and he is 
executed. The laws of tzitzit are taught. We recite the section about the tzitzit twice a day to remind ourselves of 
the Exodus.

 The final statement the Meraglim [Spies] made concerning their report regarding what they saw in the Land of 
Israel was: “There we saw the Nephillim, the sons of a giant from among the Nephillim; we in our eyes like 
grasshoppers; and so too were we in their eyes.” [Bamidbar 13:33] We have commented in past years – how did 
the spies know how they looked to the Canaanites? They were, after all, not mind readers. The answer we have 
given is that if one perceives himself as a grasshopper then that will be how others perceive him as well! To put it 
colloquially, “if you think you are a shmateh [rag], then that is how others will look at you as well.”

This is an important lesson in life. We must have a certain level of confidence in who we are. No one should make 
the mistake to think (as some people do) that if I think I am not a grasshopper then I am being haughty. This is not a 
matter of arrogance. The definition of modesty is not to go around saying “I am nothing. I know nothing. I am a 
zero.” The definition of appropriate modesty is to recognize who I am and what talents I have, but not to be proud 
about it because I realize that it is all a gift from the Master of the World.

Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, was the picture of humility. He was an extremely humble person. I am told that he was 
once getting into a car on the Lower East Side and someone on the street called out in a loud voice “Moshe!” (to 
someone else entirely), but the Gadol Hador assumed it was he who was being addressed and calmly asked “What 
can I do for you?”

And yet the same Rav Moshe Feinstein was once at a wedding and a young man approached him and asked him a 
question to which Rav Moshe gave him an answer. The young man raised his voice and asked a question on the 
answer Rav Moshe gave him and again received another answer from Rav Moshe. This continued several more 
rounds with the young man raising his voice higher and higher with each successive exchange. Until, finally Rav 
Moshe Feinstein took him by the arm, led him aside and said to him, “Young man, I don’t believe you understand 
who you are talking to!” Meaning, I am Rav Moshe Feinstein and you don’t talk to me like that.

What about the humble Rav Moshe Feinstein on the Lower East Side who responded to someone who yelled out 



This week’s Main Shul Kiddush is kindly 
sponsored by  in honour of the first  Ilana Lake
yortzeit of her mother  and for Miriam bas Yosef z’l
her father , as well as in Moshe ben Ze'ev z’l
appreciation to the Rabbonim and the community 
for their support during this year.

Main Shul Kiddush

Grandparents
Mazeltov to  and  on the  Avril Froom Alan Jacks
birth of a grandson born to Rabbi Daryl & Sharon 
Froom. The Shalom Zachor will IY”H take place 
at 60 Jennifer Lane, Glenhazel from 8:30pm

RABBI YOSEF ELEFANT
Please note that the Minyonim will be joining together
this Friday night.
There will not be a Carlebach Minyan this week.

Sponsored by Ilana Lake (see insert)

RABBI YOSEF ELEFANT
UNDERSTANDING THE MITZVAH OF
TOSFOS SHABBOS (ADDING ONTO SHABBOS)

RABBI YOSEF ELEFANT  
CHINUCH
Raising Our Children In Challenging Times 
Men & Women 

FRIDAY NIGHT DROSHA - In the Main Shul

10.30AM  KIDDUSH - In the Main Hall

4.00PM - In the Main Shul

11.30AM - In the Main Shul

PARSHAS SHELACH 5776

THIS SHABBOS AT

OHR SOMAYACH

At The Kiddush We Will Be Making A

SIYUM HASHAS MISHNAYOS
In memory of the late Hilton Herr z’l

Hershel Michoel Ben Tzvi Yehuda.
All those that participated in learning l’iluy nishmaso

are encouraged to join the grand Siyum

Yortzeits this week
Ilana Lake for her late father

 for his late fatherIsrael Bender

SECURITY TIP: Always treat security at your Shul or 
child’s school as you would in your own home. How 
would you react if you found a stranger in your home or f 
you found an open gate or if someone appeared to 
be gathering information on your residence?

UNDERSTANDING THE
MITZVAH OF TOSFOS
SHABBOS
(ADDING ONTO SHABBOS)
Shabbos 2 July at 4.00pm
In the Main Beis Medrash

 

Applications for loans are treated 
expeditiously with empathy and 

understanding.
CONFIDENTIALITY GUARANTEED 

Call 011 485 5401 (mornings only)

ARE YOU IN NEED OF AN
INTEREST FREE LOAN?

Rabbi Frand - www.torah.org

“Moshe”? This is not a contradiction. Rav Moshe 
Feinstein knew who he was. I recently heard another 
story where a young man asked Rav Moshe a question 
at a wedding and Rav Moshe gave him an answer. The 
young man asked, “Does the Rosh Yeshiva know that 
the Pri Megadim rules just the opposite?” To which Rav 
Moshe answered, “Yes. I have learned that Pri 
Megadim 296 times.” How could he talk like that if he 
was so modest? The same answer: He knew who he 
was.
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