
21-22 Aug 2015 / 7 Elul 5775

latest time for morning shema this week: 9.16am
earliest time for evening shema this week: 6.21pm

5775

Parshas
SHOFTIM

shabbos candle lighting next week: 5.35pm
erev shabbos mincha next week: 5.40pm

candle lighting this week: 5.32pm
erev shabbos mincha this week: 5.35pm
shabbos mincha: 5.15pm
shabbos ends: 6.22pm

DONATE
via SnapScan

Overview

My Light and my Salvation

Rabbi Avraham Tzvi Schwartz

Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael to appoint judges and officers in their cities. A bribe of even an 
insignificant sum is forbidden. Trees are not to be planted near Hashem's altar, as was 
the way of idolaters. Blemishes in animals designated for offerings and other points of 
disqualification are listed. The Great Sanhedrin is to make binding decisions on new 
situations according to Torah criteria to prevent the fragmentation of the Torah. A very 
learned scholar who refuses to accept the Halachic decisions of the Sanhedrin incurs 
the death penalty. A Jewish king may only have possessions and symbols of power 
commensurate with the honor of his office, but not for self-aggrandizement. He is to 
write for himself two sifrei Torah, one to be kept with him wherever he goes, so that he 
doesn't become haughty. Neither the kohanim nor the levi'im are to inherit land in the 
Land of Israel, rather they are to be supported by the community by a system of tithes. 
All divination is prohibited. Hashem promises the Jewish People that He will send them prophets to guide them, and 
Moshe explains how a genuine prophet may be distinguished from a false one. Cities of refuge are to be provided an 
accidental killer to escape the blood-avenger from the deceased's family. However, someone who kills with malice is to be 
handed over to the blood-avenger. Moshe cautions Bnei Yisrael not to move boundary markers to increase their property. 
Two witnesses who conspire to "frame" a third party are to be punished with the very same punishment that they conspired 
to bring upon the innocent party. A kohen is to be anointed specifically for when Israel goes to war, to instill trust in Hashem. 
Among those disqualified from going to war is anyone who has built a new house but not lived in it yet, or anyone who is 
fearful or fainthearted. An enemy must be given the chance to make peace, but if they refuse, all the males are to be killed. 
Fruit trees are to be preserved and not cut down during the siege. If a corpse is found between cities, the elders of the 
nearest city must take a heifer, slaughter it, and wash their hands over it, saying that they are not guilty of the death.

The Halacha instructs us through the month of Elul until the end of Sukkos, morning and evening, to recite Tehillim 
27,"L'Dovid, Hashem Ori v'Yishi". The reason for this comes from the medresh that states that Hashem is Ori, my Light, on 
Rosh Hashana, and Yishi, my salvation, on Yom Kippur. How may we understand that Hashem is my light on Rosh 
Hashana? Light is that which allows us to see and make progress through our lives. One of the main elements to success is 
clarity. The opening sentence of the Mesilas Yesharim tells us that the foundation of goodness and perfect service is to define 
clearly and endorse our life-duty, and towards what goal which need to strive throughout our lives. Clarity is what helps us 
focus on our goals and free us from time- and energy-robbing distractions. With Clarity, we may reach true achievement in 
a clean, powerful way. This CLARITY, Rosh Hashana gives us, and we must value it for bringing us “the Light" that leads us to 
every victory.
To this clarity, Yom Kippur adds an element that is still more important to us. Because while we see our goals and dreams, 
we know that we cannot reach them without heavenly help. Thus on Yom Kippur, Hashem is our Saviour, who brings us to 
our greatest desires. IF we will want it enough, and if we will pray for it enough, we can have it all! Through knowing that 
Hashem will save us, we can put our major effort and exertion into our prayers, which is of course, the main activity of these 
high holy days.
Still, we need something more. While Yom Kippur can grant us every happiness, health, prosperity and spiritual growth, evil 
forces work to strip us of all this. The main such force is the Eyn Horo, the Evil Eye that snatches away all our gains. 
Interestingly, the Eyn Horo is not imposed on us solely by the jealousy and resentment of others, but our sages teach, that 
we even inflict an Eyn Horo on ourselves by surveying with pride and smugness all that "is ours". As such, we need a shelter 
to protect us from its destruction. This "Hashem Ori v'Yishi" goes on to request in its words, "For He will hide me in His 
sukka on a day of evil" (verse 5). Thus with Sukkos, we may learn to take shelter in the greatest Insurance of All, Hashem 
Yisboruch.
These lessons that we learn from the holidays approaching us, are so vital and necessary that they play a part in our thrice-
daily Amida. At the end of the first brocha, Magen Avraham, we declare that Hashem is our King (Rosh Hashana), our 
Helper (during the 10 days of teshuva), our Saviour (Yom Kippur) and our shield (Sukkos). May we merit all, to internalize 
and thus acquire these marvelous ideas for our every day and our ultimate success!



A huge thank you to all those who have 
honored their Yom Kippur and Simchas Torah 

pledges. If you have not done so already, kindly 
remember to make your payments as soon as 

possible. 

Yom Kippur & Simchas Torah Appeal

Children’s Birthdays

Rachel Swartz

This week’s Main Shul Kiddush is kindly part 
sponsored by Brian & Rachael Swaine

Main Shul Kiddush

Ohr Chodosh Kiddush

This week’s Ohr Chodosh Kiddush is kindly 
sponsored by  in Lawrence & Danielle Katzeff
honour of the naming of their daughter Ne’ima 
Leah

SHABBOS AFTERNOON SHIUR

RABBI YEHOSHUA ABRAMSON
CONTEMPORARY HALOCHA
Shabbos afternoon at 4.40pm

Seudah Shlishis
Guest Speaker

RABBI ARYEH DOV KAHN
Rov at Yeshivas Pisga, Jerusalem

Mincha 5.15pm

Bnos is starting this Shabbos 
afternoon! Girls age 5 to 11 yrs
Venue: Kirsh Family,  Park Glen 

Estate, Terminal Crescent. Meet at 
shul at  For more info or you would like to host  4.45pm.
one week please contact Karen Shor 0828989027

BNOS2015

Engagement
Mazeltov to  on Michelle Fearnley & Dean Taitz
the announcement of their engagement. Mazeltov 
to proud parents andJenni Fearnley  Les & Adele 
Taitz.

Mazeltov to  on the Yaakov Bolel & Atara Kesler
announcement of their engagement. Mazeltov to 
proud parents and Rabbi Shem & Sharon Bolel 
David & Helene Kesler. The engagement party 
will IY”H take place this Sunday 23 August at 
Adass Yeshurun from 7:30pm

Rabbi Tzvi Schwartz
Thursday Nights, 8.20-9.00 PM
In Classroom near Small, Side Shul

Men and Women
Recordings of classes available at www.avtzvi.com

MUSSAR ON THE PARSHA
Keys to Self-Improvement

Relevant & Essential for Elul LADIES SHIURIM WITH RABBI AUERBACH
RESUMING THIS WEEK

EMUNAH & BITACHON by the Chazon Ish
at the Liknaitzky’s, 1 Park Glen Estate, 
Terminal Crescent, Glenhazel

PREPARING FOR ROSH HASHONA
at the home of Susan Blieden
3B Mansion Rd, Glenhazel

Thursday at 9.15am

Tuesday nights 7.15pm - 8.00pm

HALOCHA SHIUR
at the Levitt’s, 10a Terminal Cres, Glenhazel

Wednesday at 9.00am

Yortzeits
Dale Cohen for his late father
Lionel Horwitz for his late mother
Zilla Woznica for her late mother

LADIES YOM TOV
CHESED INITIATIVE

This year we are collecting Yom Tov gifts 
which will be distributed to the women who 

are beneciaries of the Shoshana Foundation.  
With this, we hope to demonstrate our care 

and moral support of our sisters in need.
SEE POSTER/FLYER FOR DETAILS


