
Overview

The Unique Lesson of the Plague of Frogs

G-d tells Moshe to inform the Jewish People that He is going to take them out of 
Egypt. However, the Jewish People do not listen. G-d commands Moshe to go to 
Pharaoh and ask him to free the Jewish People. Although Aharon shows Pharaoh a 
sign by turning a staff into a snake, Pharaoh's magicians copy the sign, emboldening 
Pharaoh to refuse the request. G-d punishes the Egyptians and sends plagues of 
blood and frogs, but the magicians copy these miracles on a smaller scale, again 
encouraging Pharaoh to be obstinate. After the plague of lice, Pharaoh's magicians 
concede that only G-d could be performing these miracles. Only the Egyptians, 
and not the Jews in Goshen, suffer during the plagues. The onslaught continues 
with wild animals, pestilence, boils and fiery hail. However, despite Moshe's offers 
to end the plagues if Pharaoh will let the Jewish People leave, Pharaoh continues 
to harden his heart and refuses.

 The Kli Yakar makes an interesting inference in this week's parsha. After the conclusion of the Plague of Frogs, the 
Torah states: "...and the frogs died – from the houses, from the courtyards, and from the fields. They heaped 
them up into many piles, and the land became foul. Pharaoh saw that there had been a relief, and kept hardening 
his heart. He did not listen to them, as Hashem had spoken." [Shmos 8:9-11]
The Kli Yakar asks: Why is it only by the plague of Frogs that we have the expression "Pharaoh saw that there had 
been a relief" (vayaar Pharoah ki haysa harvacha)? By definition, this was true of all the plagues – first there was the 
plague (be it blood, frogs, lice, etc.) and then the plague stopped and there was relief. What is unique here about 
Frogs that the Torah needs to call to our attention that Pharaoh took note of the fact that it let up?
The Kil Yakar makes an interesting point. With every other plague, when it was over it was over. When it stopped 
hailing, it stopped hailing. When the plague of Darkness finished, it was light outside. With the Frogs, there was a 
unique situation. Even after the frogs finally died, the Egyptians now had billions and billions of frogs sitting, 
rotting, and reeking. The Torah testifies to the fact that the land stank! Thus, even when it was "over", it was not 
really over! However the pasuk says that Pharaoh saw that there was some "harvacha" (literally "wide open 
spaces", the simple interpretation however is that the word in this context means "relief").
The Kli Yakar explains that if one has a large enough territory, one can escape the smell. It is only in a confined 
area that a foul odor is so offensive. The wider the area, the more the smell will dissipate. Therefore, the pasuk 
states that when Pharaoh saw that there was "harvacha" -– i.e. – wide open spaces in Egypt that he could escape 
to where it did not smell so bad -- his heart was hardened as before.
The lesson, says the Kli Yakar, is that as soon as Pharaoh saw there was the slightest let up, he felt "now I can go 
back to my old ways". With the other plagues, it is simple that this is what happened. When the hail stopped, 
Pharaoh went back to being the wicked Pharaoh. However, over here, one would have thought that it never 
really stopped and the aftermath should still give him pause from his evil ways. No! As long as he found a little 
wiggle room – of "harvacha" in the wide open spaces of Egypt – he immediately went back to being the old 
Pharaoh.
What is the lesson for us? This is the way we all are. When Heaven forbid we are confronted with trials and 
tribulations, we daven better, we act better, and we do all the things we are supposed to be doing. Then as soon 
as there is somewhat of a letup – "Okay, it's not so serious, we can go back to the way we were." Such is human 
nature. As soon as the pressure is off, we revert to our old patterns. Pharaoh should remind us of this lesson: 
"And he saw that there was relief". Our challenge is that if we know how to daven properly "when things are bad" 
then how much more so we should be davening like that when things are good! 
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SHABBOS AFTERNOON SHIUR

RABBI BADDIEL
WILL BE GIVING A SHIUR IN HALOCHA THIS 
SHABBOS AFTERNOON AT 5.55PM

We wish a big mazel tov to all of our Ohr Somayach 
matriculants for their outstanding matric results - we 
wish you every success in your further endeavours. 
To all those leaving for Yeshiva and Seminary we wish 
you safe travels and much brocha & hazlocha in your 
Talmud Torah!

MAZEL TOV & B'HATZLOCHA

A warm Shalom Aleichem and welcome back to all 
those who have travelled over the past vacation 
period. We look forward to a new zman of growth in 
Torah and avodah for the entire Kehila

Welcome Back!

Children’s Birthdays
Liora Sima Lowenstein
Yona Moshe Baum
Nosson Tzvi Tuch
Daniel Ari Fransman

Yortzeits this week
Gail Bortz for her late mother

 for his late motherMoshe Shirazi

REQUEST FOR YORTZEIT DATES
If your Yortzeits are not on our records, please 
email them to  or info@ohr.co.za contact the 
office.

Below is a list of the Simchas & announcements from over the past few weeks (in no particular order).
If you or someone you know has had a Simcha or you would like to put a notice in the newsletter, please email us on 

news@ohr.co.za or submit them online at www.ohr.co.za NO LATER THAN THURSDAYS 12PM

Baby Boy
Mazeltov to  on the birth Sean & Tammy Hurwitz
of a baby boy. Mazeltov to proud grandparents 
Roy & Debbie Hurwitz Bernard & Lynn and 
Myers. The Shalom Zachor will IY”H take place 
from 9pm at the Kahn residence 1 Galliot Rd, 
Glenhazel.

Wedding
Mazeltov to  on the Rabbi & Rebbetzin Auerbach
occasion of the recent wedding of their daughter 
Chevi  Rafi Stemmerto  in Israel!

Mazeltov to Rabbi Avraham Tzvi & Chana 
Schwartz on the occasion of the recent wedding 
of their son to Yechezkel Baruch  Sarah Esther 
Friedman in Israel!

Grandparents
Mazeltov to Rabbi Avraham Tzvi & Chana 
Schwartz Rabbi Nachum & Leah Bernsteinand  
on the birth of a grandson born to Chaim & Freidi 
Schwartz in Afula, Israel

Engagement
Mazeltov to  on Chaim Blumenau & Chani Myers
the announcement of their engagement. Mazeltov 
to proud parents Rabbi Avigdor & Dvori 
Blumenau  Rabbi Shalom & Mrs Myersand  from 
Telzstone.

Rabbi Wolpe’s Gemara Shiur
Rabbi Shimon Wolpe starting a new section in

MASECHES GITTIN in his daily morning 
Gemara shiur resuming 12 January

Monday - Friday  6:30am-7:00am
A PERFECT TIME TO JOIN!

Baby Girl
Mazeltov to  on the birth of a Yair & Shira Miller
baby girl. Mazeltov proud grandparents Rabbi 
Jonathan & Bev Miller Jeremy & Caron Levy and .

Mazeltov to  on the birth of Aharon & Dina Kaplan
a baby girl. Mazeltov proud grandparents Alan & 
Sheena Wolovitz  Jeff & Margolit Kaplan and .

Mazeltov to on the Anthony & Shimona Geffen 
birth of a baby girl. Mazeltov proud grandparents 
Dennis & Sue Fogel Shelley Geffen and .

Mazeltov to  on the birth Alon & Aviva Glassman
of a baby girl. Mazeltov proud grandparents 
Michael & Ariella Glassman Sidney & Gaynor  and 
Lazarus.

FRIDAY NIGHT CARLEBACH MINYAN
WILL RESUME

FROM NEXT WEEK 15 JANUARY - PARSHAS BO


